Dear MAFL Fund Contributors & Interested Bystanders,
Well, we seem to have established something of a trend: three bets a weekend, with about 12-13% of initial funds at risk.
This week, the Model’s opted for 4.88% of funds on the Swans ($1.95) at home to Geelong, 3.73% on Fremantle ($2.90) at Aurora up against St. Kilda, and 3.59% on Port Adelaide ($2.25) at Docklands against Collingwood.

It’s our first bet on Fremantle who, you might recall, knocked off Carlton at home in round 2 and Port Adelaide away in round 3. So, $2.90 on neutral ground against the Saints does look like a bit of value. It’s also our first bet on Port Adelaide, who’ve downed the Saints and the Swans on their respective home turfs (turves?). So, $2.25 for the Port has a sniff of value about it too.

And so, to the enigmatic Swans. At home this week to Geelong, does $1.95 represent value? Frankly, who knows, but if they do get up it’ll be a great start to our weekend, and it’ll put the Swans b-to-b flag tilt back on course.
Two correct bets out of three will see us turn a profit this week; three wins will be grin-city. (Oh, okay then, one win is frown-town and no wins is dire-shire. Only ‘cause you asked.)
Here’s the detail of the week:
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Date Venue Team 1 Bet Price Team 2 Bet Price Bet Team 1 Bet Team 2 Predicted Winner Pred Margin

28-Apr-06 M.C.G Richmond - Carlton - - - Richmond 3

29-Apr-06 M.C.G Melbourne - Kangaroos - - - Melbourne 4

29-Apr-06 Football Park Adelaide - Western Bulldogs - - - Adelaide 3

29-Apr-06 Stadium Australia Sydney $1.95 Geelong - 4.88% - Sydney 7

29-Apr-06 Subiaco West Coast - Brisbane Lions - - - West Coast 35

30-Apr-06 Aurora Stadium St Kilda - Fremantle $2.90 - 3.73% St Kilda 6

30-Apr-06 Docklands Collingwood - Port Adelaide $2.25 - 3.59% Collingwood 6

30-Apr-06 M.C.G Hawthorn - Essendon - - - Hawthorn 3

Total 4.88% 7.33%

12.21%


I understand that some people have been having trouble reading this table in previous weeks, so I’ve tried to make it a little clearer this week. Highlighted in green are our bets: Sydney $1.95: 4.88% of initial funds; Fremantle $2.90: 3.73%; and Port Adelaide $2.25: 3.59%. On the right is the Model’s tips, and, to reiterate, we’ll often bet on teams that the Model doesn’t tip to win. So, for example, the Model thinks St Kilda will probably win, albeit narrowly, so narrowly, in fact, that Freo at $2.90 is a value bet.
Particularly interesting this week is the Model’s tipped margins. It sees only one relative blow out this week - West Coast v Brisbane – and forecasts that the remaining games will all be decided by 7 points or fewer. That would make for a truly nail-biting weekend. It also sheds some light on why the Model sees value in Freo and the Port.

The last few days has seen a plateauing in the performance of the MAFL benchmark share portfolios, though their increases are still impressive:

· MAFL Portfolio #1 is up 15.3% since the benchmark date

· MAFL Portfolio #2 is up 13.2% since the benchmark date

· The Combined Portfolio is up 14.4% since the benchmark date

Go the underdogs!
Cheers for now,

Tony
